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BACKGROUND



“THIS IS HOW A CITY DIES”

La Quinta Councilmember Kathleen Fitzpatrick said of the 
state's plan. “Blythe is already struggling. … It's absolutely 
amazing that the government would do this without even 
telling and consulting with the community, who elected to 
have this facility put there when nobody else wanted it.”



WHY WAS CHUCKAWALLA
SLATED FOR CLOSURE?

The California Department of Corrections and 
Rehabilitation cites Penal Code Section 2067:

1. Prison’s cost to operate 
2. The impact closure would have on the local workforce
3. Subpopulation and gender specific housing needs
4. Long term investment in State owned and operated 

facilities. 
5. Public safety and rehabilitation
6. Durability of State’s solution to overcrowding 

…No other reasons for closure have 
been provided 



WHAT’S AT STAKE



CHUCKAWALLA BRINGS 
BUSINESS AND COMMUNITY TO 
THE CITY OF BLYTHE

• 800+ JOBS
• FAMILIES
• BUSINESS



THE CLOSURE OF CHUCKAWALLA WOULD HAVE A RIPPLE EFFECT…



BLYTHE’S SOLUTION:
Governor previously announced plan to close prisons: 
How does CVSP remain open and allow State to achieve its goals? 

– Working with the City of Norco to close The California 
Rehabilitation Center (CRC) in Norco. 

– Working with elected officials
– Building a Coalition of supporters
– Garnering media attention for the Save Chuck campaign 
– Proposed a win-win solution for the Cities and Administration 



Independent Report agrees:
The People’s Plan for Prison Closure:

1. California Rehabilitation Center 

2. Kern Valley State Prison

3. Pleasant Valley State Prison 

4. California correctional Institution

5. North Kern State Prison

6. California Substance Abuse Treatment Facility

7. California State Prison- Los Angeles County

8. California Medical Facility

9. Avenal State Prison

10. California Men’s Colony



The Future of Corrections: 
A blueprint to save billions of dollars, end federal oversight and improve the prison System 

■ Adopted in 2012.

■ Proposed closing CRC, one of it’s oldest, costliest and inefficient prison facilities to save 
half a BILLION dollars. 



CRC, NORCOCHUCKAWALLA, BLYTHE

Year Built: 1988 1928

Built as: Prison Resort Hotel 

Rehabilitative Programs Offered: 24 20

Per Capital Cost to Operate: $52,000 $62,000

Capital Improvement Needs: $430 Million $1.1 Billion

Investments Made: Continuous None since 2012

Redevelopment opportunities No Yes



A COMPARISON OF BLYTHE AND NORCO 
City of Blythe City of Norco

Location: CA/AZ Border Inland Empire 

Population: 14,000 27,000

Growth Rate: . 5% 1.32%

Top Employer: ISP/CVSP Construction/Health

Median Income: $49,235 $119,459

Median home Price:   $220,000 $775,000

Poverty rate: 22.4% 6.76%



Loss of State Jobs in Rural community:
■ Why is the Administration taking jobs out of a rural, minority community? 

■ State jobs being retained in affluent areas
– These communities have the resources  and economic opportunities 

to address a prison closure. 

■ Blythe has 60% more Hispanic Americans and 3 times the number of 
Black Americans than Norco. 

Is the State’s goal in prison closure to keep wealthier 
communities wealthy while further deteriorating  the 
economic prospects of disadvantaged communities?



Recent Investments at each prison:

CVSP: CRC:
■ Installation of Solar Panels

■ Millions invested in medical 

facility- Zero Net Energy (ZNE)

■ Parking lot retrofit- EV Charging Stations

■ ADA compliant “no- step Facility”

■ Retrofitted HVAC System for efficiencies 



Another Look at Penal Code 2067: 
■ Costs to operate:

– CVSP costs less to operate than several other, older prisons. 
– CRC alone costs $20 million more per year to operate than CVSP.
– CRC needs $1.1 Billion in infrastructure improvements, more than double 

CVSP.
■ Impacts to workforce: City cannot absorb 850+ living wage jobs
■ Subpopulation/Gender needs: CVSP previously designated a Special Needs 

Prisons and now houses non-designated inmates. 
■ Public Safety and Rehabilitation:

– CVSP offers more Rehabilitation programs than all but 3 other State prisons. 
– Prison located in the heart of a desert, virtually in the middle of nowhere. 

■ Long Term Investment: State has continued to fund infrastructure improvements at 
CVSP. 



HOW DOES CDCR AND THE 
ADMINISTRATION JUSTIFY CLOSING CVSP? 
They can’t, or they won’t. 
Several requests for Public Information have been denied.
-All denials related to the criteria and selection of CVSP over other older and 
costlier prisons in the State’s system. 



Closing CVSP will NOT reduce spending:
■ Governor quietly allocated $20 million to transform San Quentin into California project. 

– San Quentin, the State’s oldest prison built in 1852 
■ 171 years old- Alcatraz originally built in 1859 closed in 1963
■ No special purpose 
■ $1.647 billion needed in infrastructure improvements 

– If San Quentin closes, where will celebrities visit to meet with elected officials? 

■ CSVP cannot be repurposed, State will continue to invest in an empty facility. 

■ Norco’s prison would be redeveloped, helping the State and local economy.
– This prison would remain closed and not cost taxpayers. 



HOW YOU CAN HELP

§ Visit Savechuck.org
§Register for the Save Chuck Coalition 



GAINING SUPPORT FROM OUR REGION





GENERATING INTEREST FROM MEDIA



YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE….
LET’S ’SAVE CHUCK’



COMMUNITY LEADER TRAINING
April 19, 2023

Comfort Suites Blythe
5PM – 7PM


